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\ Gentlemen, 
| HIS Sermon was Preached upon a very 
Good Deſign , and at Your Requeſt; 
and the ſame Reaſons have prevailed 
with me to make it Publick. Which is all the Apo- 
togy 1 think my ſelf obliged to make for it. Whether 
or no the, many Excellent Diſcourſes that have al- 
: ready come. abroad upon This and the like Occaſions, 
| have awakened mens Zeal, tis certain there is a 
very Publick Spirit of Charity now among 15. 


The Generous Examples of the Members of your Cha- 
| 2 ritable 
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ritable Corporation of the Sons of the Clergy, 
* have not, tis probable, been a little inſtrumental 
to that purpoſe. The breeding .up. of Poor 
Children to Induftry, to a true ſenſe of Re- 
ligion , ©» and particularly in the . Doftrines and 
Worſhip of the Church of England, is one .of gow 
great Deſigns; and God be thanked , Tou have had 
in this Noble and Avcient [City, and.in other Places, 
ery many Followers. By this means you may 
_ to reiſe the - Honour, and promote "the Intereſt. 
of our Church, and to” ſecure to your ſelves 
thoſe Bleſſings which will always attend the En- 
couragers of ſuch Honourable and Pious Underta- 


kings. I am, 


GanTLEMEN, 


Your molt F aichful, 


Hamble Servant, 
Richard We if. 
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PSALM CXXIL. v. 8, 9. 


For my Brethren and Compamons ſakes, 
1 will now ſay peace be within T bee. 
Becauſe o ri the Houſe of the Lord- our 
©. God, I will ſeek b, Tod FE 


His Pſalm gives us a full and live!y ah 
count of the pious zeal and concern 
which King David expreſt forthe Good 


| of the Church; and by what Steps and Me- 
| thods 
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_ thods he thought it moſt adviſable to proeced, 


for the advancing the Intereſt of it ; Namely, 
by promoting Peace and Unity among its 
Members, and by ſeeking and praying for one 
anothers Good. + 

I ſhall have no occaſion to preſs the necel(- 
firy of following this Great Sy wor ſhall 
I enter upon. a deſcription of the Vertues 


| here recommended ; The Charitable deſign of 


our meeting this day, to eſtabliſh a FF + 


Friendſhip among Brethren, ang to co 


- one anothers Good : Our forward Intention 


to aſſiſt thoſe amongſt us that call for our Help, 
that they may not be deſtitute of a Lot and 
Inheritance with. the reſt of their Tribe, has 
already made any further diſcourſe upon either 
of thoſe Topicks, Superfluous and Unneceſlary.. 
. And therefore think it to be more my. psos, » . 
pradiuinck, to: entertain you -with the pto- , 
[4 . thoſe Happy EffeQs, which will necef- | 
arily follow ſuch Noble and Chriſtian Deligns. 
The Duties which the Text recommends to 
as, are Peace and Charity. And in the ſincere 
'Rudy-and obſervance of both theſe, our preſent 
Undertaking has firmly engaged us; ſo. thar to- 
conſider the ſucceſs which will neceſſarily at- 
tend it, may be of ſome-uſe-to_ create in us 
that 
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that true Pleaſure and Satisfa&tion which ought 
always to accompany the doing of Good. 


The Method therefore I ſhall take in the 


following Diſcourſe, ſhall be only this. 


I. In the Firſt place, I ſhall endeavour to re- 
_ the Bleſſed Effects; that will certainly fol- 
ow our pradtiſe of theſe Vertues. 

II. And then intheSecond Place, Hhall conſider 
the Advantages we enjoy for the promoting 
ſuch good Works, and the returns we are obli- 
ged to make to God for them. 

I. Firſt then,] ſhall endeavourto repreſent the 
Bleſſed Effects that will follow the praftiſe of 
thele Vertues. I need not obſerve how much 
the Happineſs of Society depends upon it; that 
Men of Peaceable and Charitable Tempers are 
the greateſt BenefaCtors to Mankind; and that 
we more eſpecially anſwerthe Ends and Deligns 
of our Being, when we are moſt uſeful and ler- 
viceable to others. Nor ſhall I mention how 
theſe good Offices raiſe a Man a Name and 
Repuration in the World, command 'an uni- 


| verſal Revercnce and Eſteem, and are the moſt 


certain marks of 2 Noble and Heavenly Di- 
{poſition. I ſhall alſo omir thoſe many Prayers 
and Bleſſings they will obtain for us, and thar 
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certain Intereſt they will ſecure us in Heaven, 

Thele are the natural conſequences that 
flow from the exerciſe of theſe Duties; and they 
equally belong to all thoſe that conſult the Be- 
nefir of Mankind either of thele ways. Bur 
there are other Advantages which we have more 
particular reaſonsto expect from our preſent En- 
deavours; and which we are more obliged 
than others to have an eſpecial regard to. 


I. And firſt, We may Hope by this means to 
advance the Intereſt of Religion. 

I. Secondly, To raiſe the Honour of our 
Church. 


II. And Laſtly, To Vindicate the Clergy 
from Contempr. 

And Firſt, That our deſign of promoting 
Peace and Charity will be of great advantage 
to Religion. And that [ am perſwaded is a 
Satisfaction that we of this Aſſembly ſhould be 
ambitious of purchaſing at any race. For ir 
mult be a very pleaſing Thought to every one 
of us, that we can be able to ſtrengthea the In- 
tereſt, or ſupport the Authority of that Re- 
ligion , to which we owe fo great a ſhare of 


our Well-being and Happineſs in this Life, and 
all our Hopes of a Better. 


And 
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And that we ſhall do a very conſiderable ſer- 
vice to it, by this means, is evident, from che 
great ſtreſs the Diyine Author of ir, has laid up- 
on theſe Duties, and the Bleſſings he has pro- 
nounced to the obſervers of chem. He has made 
Love and Uaity the Diſtinguiſhing Marks of 
his Diſciples in this World, and the Conditions 
upon which he will pronounce thar joyful Sen- 
rence, Come ye bleſſed, inanother. To the Peace- 
makers he has given the Glorious Character of 
being the Children of God; as tho they alone were 
of a Divine Original, and had the true Image 
of God ſtamp upon them. 

If chen there is ſo high a value ſer upon theſe 
Vercues, and they have ſo much the preference 

iven to them above others, by God himlſelt : 
If chey are the brighteſt Ornaments in a Chriſti- 
ans Life, and transform him into a reſemblance 
of the Divine Nature ; we may be aſſured, the 
more we excel in them, the higher do we raiſe 
the Honour and Reputation of Religion. 

By this Mechod Chriſtianity firſt flouriſh'd 
and prevail d in the World; that loveand unity 
which was ſo apparent among all its Diſciples, 
and thoſe lively Inſtances which. they perpe- 
tually gave of Kindneſs and. Charity, gain- 
ed it every day freſh Admirers and Prolclices. 


This 
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This Practice won upon Mens Tempers, and 
as mild and gentle as it was, overcame all op- 


| poſition. The like Behaviour will always re- 


commend Religion ; and then eſpecially, when 
it appears in the Lives of thoſe who are dedica- 
red to the Service of it. They are in Stations 
that make them more obſerved, and their Ati- 
ons more nearly look d into than other mens. 
And therefore theſe Graces muſt ſhine brighteſt, 
and their influence reach fartheſt, when they are 
moſt viſible in their Converſations. This ſhews 
that Religion has a true force and efficacy upon 
them ; and they can propoſe with better ad- 
vantage, that greateſt Example of Kindneſs and 
Charity that ever appeared.in the World, to the 
imitation of others, when they follow it in good 
earneſt themſelves. 

But it js yet more for the Intereſt of Religi- 
on, when their Children follow their Steps, and 
have bequeathedtothem thartbeft of Inheritances, 
the knowledge and practice of theſe Duties ; and 
it will be much for che Repuration of Religzon, 
that thoſe Early Impreſſions of Vertue and Piety, 
which were made upon their Minds, ſtill retain 
cheirfull ſtrength and vigour, and that no other 
avocations can take off 'the Engagements were 


laid upon them to do good wito all men, but eſpeci- 


cially 
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ally to thoſe of the Houſhold of Faith. For hereic 
is, that the Obligations of Religion, as well as 
nearnels of Relation, firſt challenge our Servi- 


ces. We are indeed forbid ro do Ill Offices to 


any man, and are commanded to follow peace 


with all in general ; but we cannot be equally 
ſerviceable toall'; and there are ſome who have 
a better claim to our regard than others. The 
ſenſe of Gratitude has a particular tye upon us ; 
and no one here can doubt but Religion upon 
this account, can plead the beſt Right co our Ser- 
vices ; and conſequently choſe who are neareſt 
related to it, may challenge our more eſpecial 
Conſideration. This is the true and regular 
method of ſhewing our Zeal for Religion ; the 
moſt proper means to make it valued and 
eſteemed , and the beſt hopes we have left of 
railing the Credit of deſpiſed, neglected Vertue. 
I need not ſhew the reverſe of all this, or ac- 
quaint you how much Religion will ſuffer by 
our diſregard of theſe Duties : F mult not open 
ſo Melancholy a Scene, . when we are met to- 
gether to rejoice and triumph at the. good 'we 
are capable of doing for the Houſe of ourGod ; 
and where 'tis to be hoped there is nothing at ſo 
reat a diſtance from us, as a malicious, uncha- 


ritable Temper. I will-not ſuppoſe there is 
any 
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any here that pretends to be on the ſide of Reli- 
gion, that is not endued with the Spirit of it ; 
or that is come hither to pray, and ule his En- 
deavours for the peace of Jeruſalem, that would 
any way diſturb irs Tranquility. God forbid 
that there ſhould be any one among us, as there 
was at the Marriage-Fealt in the Goſpel, not hav- 
ing on bis Wedding Garment. Our Saviour indeed 
hath told us, that there may be Wolves in Sheeps 
Cloathing ; and we muſt not ſay, that 'tis impoſ- 
ſible there may be an unchriſtian Spirir, under 
the faireſt Pretences of Conſcience and Zeal for 
God and his Church ; but we can't butbe lenfi- 
ble, that the Crime is of a higher nature, and 
the Injury done Religion much the greater upon 
that account. We have a ſad Inſtance in Holy 
Writ of Corah and his Company, Sons of Levi, thac 
roſe up againſt Moſes,and diſputed the Authority 
of the beſt of Princes and Lawgivers : They pre- 
rended indeed to be Holy, and to conſult the 
Good of God's own People z yet we find that 
their Offence was of a heinous nature, and their 
Puniſhment very' ſevere: Both of chem were 
probably the greater, for theſe two Reaſons : 
The one was, that they inſulted ſo Good and 
Mild a Governor, that had the Character of be- 
ing the meekeſt man in all the Earth, and who tis 

| probable 
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probable if God Almighty had not interpoſed, 
and avenged his own Cauſe, would have dif- 
miſs'd them with this gentle Rebuke, Ne take 
too much upon you, ye Sons of Levi. "The other 
reaſon was, Thar they were of that Tribe ; their 
being Sons of Levi render'd their Crime the more 
unpardonable. For they being Teachers and 
Guardians of the Law, their Characters and 
Stations made them more obſerved, and their 
Examples ſooner followed than other Mens ; 
and therefore it was neceflary their Puniſhmenc 
ſhould be more exemplary, by how much the 
more fatal cheir Examples would have proved 
to the Cauſe of God and Religion... Some in- 
deed of theſe Mens Confederates were of ano- 
ther Tribe, but 'tis probable-that Corah was the: 
firſt, and the moſt conſiderable in the Conſpi- 
racy ; ſince he isofren mentioned in Scriptureas 
the Author of it, without any notice. taken'of 
thereſt. Bur God be thanked, theſe. men were 
but few in number, and 'tis to be hoped they 
have had fewer Followers. "Tis very obſervable, 
that when theſe Men were deſtroyed, moſt of 
their Children periſh'd with them; nor upon the 
account, probably, of their being accelſary to 
their Crimes, bur left chey ſhould have fuck'd 
in the ſame Poiſon, and be infeted with the 
Pride and Arrogance of their Fathers. - » 

C There 
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There was once a Proverb in Jrael, The Far 
thers have eaten ſawer grapes, andthe Childrens teeth 
are ſet an edge: W-narure icſeems was then oftea 

Yropagated, and the Children grew bad by In- 

Eton The Parents were of angry, turbulear 
Tempers, and .the Children felc che Ill Effects of 
them. And this is very natural; reſtleſs and 
haughty Spirits do a greatdeal of miſchief; cheix 
Ill Examples ſpread far, and their whole Poſte- 
rity is, commonly: much the worle for them, 
And chus che Evil PraRtices of thoſe. who pretend 
tro Religion, prove very Kh np =s to its Ince» 
reſt; and the more ſacred their Characters are, 
the Conſequences are ſtill che moge facal and 
Perniciqus. 


If we that have made it aur buſineſs ro;en- 
quire into Religion, who have.beea conſtantly 
inftruRed_ in it, and have informed qur ſelves 
throughly of the Reaſons and Deſigns of it, 
ſhould oppole it in our Actions; and if we thax 
have ſearched into che Natures of Vertue and 
Vice, and underſtand.the differences of Goed 
and Evil, ſhould canfound- them in our pray 


tice, 'tis too certainghat, both Religion and Ver- 


ee will fare the worſe for us. If we our ſelves 
do not follow the things that make for peace,do 
not preſerve that . Vniry which oughe to be 
amongſt us, and keep. our Fricad{hips avighr 

le, 
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ble, 'tis roo much to be fear'd that other men 
will have leſs notiens of cheſe Duties, apon our 
neglects. If we cannot forgive and pals by In- 
juries ; if our Refentments run high, and' laft 
fog! if we only carry an appearance of Peace 
and Reconciliation , with a deſign to fall on 
with greater fury, and more ſecurity; like Joad, 
to kiſs, that we may the berrer kill'; ir will occa- 
ſion others to rake more liberry in cheirRevenge, 
and cite the Authoriry of their Teachers for ir. 
If we that have ſtudied the Nature, and 
known the Excellence and Advantage of Cha- 
rity, and have often preſs d and inculcated the 
Necellity of it ro others, ſhould be mean or 
narrow-ſpiritedinour Contributions, tisprobable 
that we ſhall not only give Offence to others, 
bur par a Stop even to their Good and Cha- 
ritable Intentions. If we, that cannot of all 
men be ignorant, what we ought to do for onr 
Brethren and Companions ſakes, ſhould 'not con- 
tribute all we are able to the encouraging and 
promoting this Good Defign, begun and carried 
on purely for their Intereſt, ic can't be ſuppoſed 
that others who are removed ſomething farther 
from the Relation, ſhould be more forward in 
their Endeavours to ſupport it. Good Exam- 
Fre do great ſervice in all fuch caſes; and' the 


her mens Chara@ters and Stations are , fo 
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mach. the greater-and _ Influence have 
they. The Royal Pſalmiſt deſcribes to us the 
Joy and Satisfa&tion he felt in himſelf, when 
he was<alled upon to afliſt at the Worſhip of 
God. . 1 was glad when they ſaid unto me, Let us 
20 into the Houſe of the Lord : Not only glad 
of. the opportunity of offering up his Prayers 
and. Praiſes ro God; bur alſo, doubtleſs, thar 
he mer with an occaſion of countenancing Re- 
ligion by his Preſence, and of encouraging 
others by his Example. 

And thus have I conſidered the great ſervice 
we ſhall do Religion by our ——_ Deſigns 
of promoting Peace and Charity ; and have 
alſo obſerved how much prejudice may be 
done it, by the negle&t of theſe Virtues. 
The latter of theſe I ſhould have pals'd by, 
as being foreign to- our preſent Buſineſs , 
had.I nor thought my ſelf obliged to take no- 
tice of . that double Pleaſure which always at- 
tends ſuch-good Actions ; the one ariſing from 
the ſenſe of the Services. we do-; the other from 
the thought of having avoided all thoſe Incon- 
veniencies, all that Uneafineſs of Mind, and 
Guilt of Conſcience, , which are-.inſeparable 
from-the contrary Practices. 

IT. I proceed in the Second place, to repreſent 
another Advantage of this Good Delign, name- 


ly, 
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ly , the raiſing the Honour of our Church : For 
we are not only to conſider the,Service we can 
do Religion in general, but alſo how we can 
beſt anſwer the Obligations we are under tothac 
Church in particular, whereof we are Members. 
And that theſe Virtues of Peace and Charity will 
advance the Credit and Reputation of it, is 
more than probable, ſince they tend moſt to 
Unice and Preſerve it. And when it is like Je- 
ruſalem, compatt together, and at unity in it ſelf, 
the gates of bell cannot prevail againſt it. 

The Royal Pſalmilt repeats his Prayers and 
Wiſhes: for Peace ſeveral times in this ſhort 
Pſalm. Whether or no there were then any 
diviſions in the Church, or any heats or con- 
tentions among any of its Members, that occa« 
ſioned his being thus .carneſt and ſollicitous : 
"tis certain he very well knew, he could ask 
for no other Bleſſing, that could gain it fo 
much reſpe&t and venerationabroad, that could 
make it ſo ſtrongly oppoſe the attempts, of ics 
Enemies, or that could ſo firmly. eſtabliſh and 


ſo long preſerve it. - 
We are therefore very much indebted to the 


. Wiſdom of thoſe, who firſt formed this Chari- 


table Corporation, and. contrived this Annual 
Meeting, for the preventing and making, up, all 


ſuch unnatural differences among us, and for 
' ths. - 
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the preſerving that Loveand nautual Agreement, 
which is ſo neceſſary for the Honour and Secu- 


rity of our Church. 


'We are this day, the beſt Conſtituted Church in 
the whole World,and its Doctrines the moſt Pure 
and Primitive; and Thope we may add, that it is 
moſt Catholick and Apoſtolical in its praQtice of 


Chriſtian Duties. The firſt Believers did more 
. Honour and Service toChriſtianity by their good 


Actions, thanby their Faith ; and they appealed 
to their Lives, for a confirmation of their Do- 
Arines: AndT hope it may ſtill be uſed for an 
Argument for the beſt Religion in the World, 
thar it is the beſt obſerved. 

\ That we are reformed from the Errors and 
Corruprtions that were crept into the Church, 1s 
owing to the pious Care and Zeal of our Fore- 
fathers ; but ler it be owing to us, that this pre- 
ſent Age ſhall leave behind it more laſting Mo- 
numents of Kindneſs and Generofity, of Love 
and Uniry. Ir is a great Happineſs to be of 
the True Faith; bur it will be a greater, to ſu- 
peradd to it the meek and peaceful Spirit of 
the Goſpel. This one would think ſhould be 
made /'« chief Mark of a True Church ; for 
nothing, not even Faith it ſelf, without Charity, 


can ever make a good Chriſtian ; and I don't. 
ſee, how it is poſlible it ſhould ever build-or ' 


keep up a Church. | Love 
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Love and Tenderneſs' onght always to at 
tend Truth, for they are the beft able ro gain ir 
Friends : They are of an infinuating Nature, 
and lay open ancaſy Paſſage to the Underſtand- 
ing. A lowre, il-naturd Argument was hard- 
- coy known to convert an Adverlary, how 

g and powerful ſoever it might -be to fi- 
lence him. There's no body can bear to be 
affronted even into Truth itſelf, or to-be'brow- 
beaten, though ir ſhould chance to be into 
Right Reaſon. Truth indeed is Bold, bur 
tis never Inſolent and Imperious: Bur Falfhood 
and Ipriorance are generally ſo. And i we 
judge of them by that Mark, we ſhall not ofc- 
en be miſtaken : For we have great reaſon! to 
ſuſpe& that for Counterfeit, which is {well'd 
with Pride and Oftentation. However it be, 
Truch never wants an Haughty Advocate ; and 
a Good Caule is always-the worſe for an 11l- 
natur'd Management. And -what is more to 
our purpole, the Beft of. Churches muſt ſuffer 
great Ptejudice, if there isfound an Uncharita- 
ble Behaviour among any of ics Members. But 


tis my Buſineſs only. co commemorate theBleſ- 


ſings we enjoy , and not to tell of Milchiefs 
which 'tis to be hoped we-ſhall never feel. 

HI. Let us then conſider:the Third and laft 
Advantage of our Pious Deſigns, and thats, The 


 vindi= 
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vindicating the Clergy from Contempt. "This will 
be Juſtice ro the Memory of the Dead, as well 
as a Service to the Living. And'I doubt nor 
but we ſhall guard off Contempt from them, 
at leaſt ſer them above it, in relation co choſe 
common Objections that are formed againſt 
them : And theſe reſpe&t either their Self-Inte- 
reſt, their Poverty, or their Poſterity. 

I. And firſt, We ſhall in ſome meaſure vindi- 


cate them from the Imputation of Self-Intereſt, 


or Private Deſygns. We are indeed many times 
upbraided upon theſe accounts; but if our 
Enemies would but confider the many Chari- 
ties that have been beſtowed by that Order of 
Men, they would be a little more ſparing in 
their Cenſures. - We arc told that Charity it ſelf 
ſhall cover a multitude of 7 =p > And if God Al- 
mighty will be ſo mercitul as to pals by a great 
many Offences for the ſake of that one Virtue, 
methinks Men might overlook ſome Defects 
for the ſake of it too. I am perſuaded I may 
venture to ſay, That the Good Works of a 
great part of the Clergy ſpeak for them z and 
'tis but juſt that the Number of thoſe who have 
been ſerviceable to the World , ſhould plead 


ſomething in the behalf of thoſe who have been 


leſs ſo. God yrs would have ſpared even 


Sodom, if be had found but Ten Righteous there. 
But 


_—_— 
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Bur I might wholly have omitted the defence 
of the Clergy, upon this Head of Self-intereſt : 
It they had been led by Principles of ſuch a na- 
ture, no doubt bur their Children would have 
acted upon the ſame Motives, and we ſhould 
have ſeen no ſuch Generous Deſigns encouraged 
as we arenow ſo happily engagedin. 

Nor Secondly , will it appear, that the Pover- 
ty of the Clergy is a ſufficient ground of their 
Contempt. Poverty indeed is what a Man has 
no great reaſon to be athamed of, eſpecially 
where twas not in his power to avoid it ; and 
tis Providence that places Men in low Conditi- 
ons ; nor does it detract at all from real merit, 
and therefore is nota proper foundation of Con- 
tempt : Nor ought a Man to be much valued 
upon the account of his Riches, if he has nothing 
belides them, to defend him from being deſpi- 
ſed. But whatever thele things may be in che 
Theory, Wealth will command efteem, whe- 
ther guarded by Internal Worth, or not : And 
Poverty will be deſpiſed, ler the Treaſures of the 
Mind be never ſo conſiderable. But I hope the 
Clergy haveno great reaſonto ſuffer much in their 
Repuration upon that account. I think it would 
be roo mean to boaſt of their Riches, whatever 
Advantages they might have that way; bur we 
may very lawfully commend their Bounty and 


Liberaliry. I might mention a great many In» 
ſtances 


—c. 
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Rances of this kind, and recount a vaſt number 

of their Publick.Acts of Charity ;- and I am con- 

fident I may-ſuppoſe a great many more that 

were always _ ro be kept private. But 

' 1 ſhould not pals over-in {tence that Generous 
= __ Benefaction lately left by a Right Reverend Fa- 
LBp.of Eh ther, to this Corporation of -the Sons of the Clergy. 
who left But the _—_—_— Good it will do, will be a 


120064, to : 
is. more 1a ing Memorial than any Commendatia 
e given - It. 


— 


on that can 
But I ſhall leave itto you to finiſh-this Head; 
and to teſtify by. your own Examples, that the 
Liberalities-which Providence and your Fathers 
have put you ina condition to beſtow, have rai- 

ſed both you-and them much above Comrem 
Hl. And this leads:me. to the other Obje&ion 
againſt the Clergy, and which yow-alſo can beſt 
anſwer; namely, that: their Poſterity are more un- 
happy and unfortunate for the moſt part, than 
others : And thisis urged not only by thoſe of the 
Romiſh Communion,as a Judgment upon us for 
tranſgreſſing+their Order. of Celibacy ; bur is 
alſo: pretended. by fometo.be a Common Obſer« 
vation among our- ſelves. I know not from 
what -particular Inſtances. fuch general Concluſi- 
ons are drawn; both the Scriptures, and Matter 
of Fact. declare on our fide.” The P/almiſt aſe 
ſures us, among all the. Obſervations, he had 
made, Fe never ſaw the righteous forſaken; - nor his 
ſeed 


x 
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ſeed begging their bread. "Tis indeed too certain, 
chat ſeveral of the Poſterity of the Clergy are in 
low conditions, but thanks be to God, there are 
others of them that are in a capacity to raiſe 
them higher, and that don't want Hearts to do 
it : So that the meanelt of them are ſo farhap- 
py, thatthey areſure never to be deſticute of the 
eſpecial regard and conſideration of choſe who 
are in better Circumſtances. But the Scriptures 
are yet more full and expreſs in this Matter, 
where they aſſure us, That they that turn many to 
righteouſneſs , ſhall ſhine as the Stars for ever and Dan. 12. 
ever : Which does notonly relate to their Glo- 
rifiedState in Heaven, bur alſo to the Happineſsof 
their Poſterity on Earth : For the Stars are often 
ſpoken of in Scripture in reference to Generati- 
ons to come : As God often promiſed to the Fa- 
ther of the Faithful, to increaſe his Seed as the 
Stars in Heaven for multitude. 

And this Day I hope this Prophecy is in a 

eat meaſure fulfilled, when there are ſo many 
of us met together , to make Grateful Returns 
to God for the many Bleſſings we enjoy. And 
particularly we mult not forget, that he has rai- 
ſed One from amongſt usto be atthe Head of the 
Church; Another to be the Chief Guardian of Equi- 
tyand Good Conſcience zandthat we had aThird, 


but the verylaſt year to be Governor of this great City. 
D 2 And 


. 
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| And what more ſhall ſay, to ſhew chat God has 
; made. good his Promiſe, That the Poſterity of 


the righteous ſhall be bleſſed* 
There is indeed commonly one event. to the 
riobteous and to the wicked ; and the ſame Lot 


happens frequently co both , if they take mea- 
fures alike in; Aﬀairs of chis Life.  - Providence 


, does not often deny equal Succeſs ro the-ſame 


Endeavours. But. granting this to be for the 
molt part ſo, yet the Clergy have upon this ac- 


count as fair a proſpe&t, ar leaſt, as ochers, ro 
leave a happy Poſterity behind them, ſince they 


- purſue the beſt Methods that can be raken for 


that end. | X 
H. And this brings me to what I-propoſed to 
conſider inthe. Second place ; The Advantages 


- we have had for the procuring our own and 
- others Good, and the Returns we are obliged 


to make to God forthem. 4 
Now the greateſt Advantagesa man canhave 

rowaxds making his Life happy and uſeful, - are 

a careful Education, and Good Examples. Theſe 


. make ſtrong Impreſſions, and have .a-mighty 


Influence upon every Action of his Life. - 
I. AndFirſt,We ought to efteem ita very great 
Advantage to have had the Happineſs of a Care- 


ful Education ; that the Principlesof Kindneſs and 


Charity were earlyſown in- us, and had taken 
deep root in our Minds betimes. This is a 


Blefling 


_—— m—— 
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Blefling which we can never over-rate. ' And 
I queſtion not, there is none of this Aﬀſembly 
bur has given God thanks many a time for the 
Happy Effects of- it, To this we ought not 
only ro-impute the proſperous condition we are 
in, but thoſe defires we fuid in our ſelves to 
be Benefactors to others : We that have expe- 
rienced the advantage of having our Lives and 
Manners formed in otir younger Years to Ver- 
rue and Religion, can't but find a pleature in 
contributing to the breeding up of ochers in 
the ſame practice and exerciſe of them. Their 
Misfortuneand-not their Fault has rendred them 
uncapable of providing for themlelves, and 
tis our Happineſs that we are able to remedy 
that' Defet, Tis a fatisfaRtion that we have 
the Power, but'tis certainly greater, that we have 
the Wilis to do-it: © And that we have both, is 


probably very much owing to the careful-ma- 


nagement of our younger Years. 
{[. Bur-Secondly, The other Advantage we 


had, was the Benefit of Good Examples : always 


before us-- And that is nor a leſs Happinels 
thar"the other. - For Children eſpecially act by 
Imitation more than Inſtruction. - A Vircuous 
and-Good Diſpolition is much ſooner wrought 


in' them by Example than Precepe. Prin- 


ciplcs are not eaſily inſtilled into them, - and nor 


quickly 


———————_————_ 
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| quickly underſtood; and what they See, does 


much*:more affe& them than what they Hear: 
Theſfighc of a good Action fixes a laſting Idea, 
and is never forgotten. And if we had ſuch 
advantages, the 26 are we obliged to convey 
down to others. The Cauſe of Religion, the 


_ Honour of our Church, and Gratitude to God, 


do all require it of us. There are ſome who 
take much Pains tro make others Miſerable, to 
ſeduce them into bad Courſes, before they have 
learnt ro know the Evil from the Good ; and 
are always contriving new Methods to make 
Proſelytes to Vice and Irreligion, It muſt cer- 
rainly then be our Indiſpenſible Duty , who 
profeſs to be of a ſuperior Order of Chriſtians, 
ro fence againſt theſe Oppoſers of God and Re- 
ligion ; and to apply our utmoſt care and di- 
ligence, that others who have equal pretenſions 
to Immortality wich our Selves , frould not 
for want of right Management and good Examples, 
be for ever miſerably loſt in another World. 
The ftudy of Peace and Unity among our 
ſelves will do no ſmall ſervice to the Cauſe we 


elpouſe. For Religion never appears ſo invi-. 


ting, as when tis adorn'd with a ſedate and 
quict frame of Mind; that is its true and genu- 
ine Shape ; and it muſt appear Deform'd, when 
it has loſt its native Beauty and Excellence. 


It 


_— 
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If therefore there are hatreds . and varian 
among our felves, both our Order atfff®Re. 
ligion will be aſpersd,, and the Enctities of 
God wjyll take occaſion to Blaſpheme. 

Let us then take care that we give not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of our diſpenſing with thoſe ob- 
ligations we are under, to promote Friendſhip, 
and mutual Agreement among our ſelves; and 
we need not = any Aygacks of our Enemies. 
We ſhall then never be uneahie at any Reproach 
or- Calumnies ,that are thrown upon: us, but 


Saviour's andWPFay for them that deſpitefully uſe us. 
It would beglmgaft a Scandalto us to be ſpoken 
well of by thoſe, who treat our Religion ir 
ſelf with Sco nd indeed our Sayjour hath 


ronouncedaW h ben all men. ſhall [peak 
: p. have the pleaſuro 


» 


of diſchargin 
wards God and8dtc-another and we ſhall never 


be diſſatisfied with.he delig - which others take 
in contemning and' reviling. .us. Let us give 
nooccaſion to othersto __ us with unhappy, 
differences among our ſelves, or with contemn- 
ing- and deſpiſing one another, and no other 


Weapon formed againſt us can proſper. 


.Thall tgllow wh ſatisfaRtion the Bleſſed Ex- | 
implgand Pprs of our great Maſter and 


g. aur,Duties conſcientioully.to- - 
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